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Glossary

ANTI-SEMITISM

Literally ‘against Semites’. Prejudice
against or hatred of Jews. The
Holocaust is history’s most extreme
example of anti-Semitism.

AUSCHWITZ-BIRKENAU

A concentration and extermination
camp functioning between 1940
and 1945, near Oswiecim in Nazi-
occupied Poland. More than 1.1
million people lost their lives in
Auschwitz-Birkenau, including
approximately 1 million Jews, 75,000
Poles, 21,000 Sintis and Romas, and
15,000 Soviet prisoners of war. The
camp was liberated on the 27th of
January of 1945 by the Red Army
(Army of the Soviet Union).

BERGEN-BELSEN

A concentration camp in north-
western Germany, originally
established in 1940 for prisoners of
war. Tens of thousands of Jewish
prisoners were evacuated from
Auschwitz to other camps such

as Bergen-Belsen in late 1944 and
early 1945, leading to catastrophic
overcrowding, starvation and a
typhus epidemic. The camp was
liberated by the British army on the
15th of April of 1945.

CONCENTRATION CAMP

A prison camp in which inmates were
often forced to do hard labour.

Some well-known Nazi concentration
camps were Dachau, Sachsenhausen,
Buchenwald and Mauthausen. Most
inmates were political opponents

of the Nazis or so called ‘a socials’
(such as homosexuals, beggars and
habitual criminals).

D-DAY

On 6 June 1944, the allied troops
landed on the beaches of Normandy
in order to liberate the occupied
countries in Europe. This day is called
Decision Day, or D-Day.

DISCRIMINATION

Discrimination is unjustified, unfair
and unequal treatment. It is against
the law. Discrimination based on
race, ethnicity, sexual orientation,
gender, religion, nationality, or
marital status is illegal in several
countries.
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EXTERMINATION CAMP

Also known as death camps: Nazi
camps set up specifically for the
mass murder of Jews, primarily by
poison gas. Four camps were created
in occupied Poland in 1941-42 with
the sole purpose of murdering
Jews: Betzec, Chetmno, Sobibdér and
Treblinka. Two concentration camps
were extended with extermination
functions: Majdanek in 1941, and
Auschwitz-Birkenau in the spring of
1942.

FIRST WORLD WAR

The First World War was a world war
that took place mainly in Europe; it
started on 28 July 1914 and lasted
until 11 November 1918. 15 million
people were killed.

GESTAPO
Geheime Staatspolizei: the Nazi
secret state police.

GHETTO

A selected section of a town or city
where Jews were forced to live in
separation from non-Jewish people.
We can find examples of ghettos

in Europe as early as the Middle
Ages. During the Second World War
the Nazis and their collaborators
surrounded the ghettos by walls that
prevented any attempts to leave.
These territories were characterised
by overcrowding, dire hygienic
circumstances, famine, diseases, and
epidemics.

HITLERJUGEND (HITLER YOUTH)

The National-Socialist youth
movement in Germany. The Bund
Deutscher Mddel, an organisation for
girls, was part of the Hitlerjugend.

HOLOCAUST

The word Holocaust comes from

the Greek word holdkaustos, and its
meaning is: burnt whole. The Hebrew
(a language spoken by Jews) term for
the holocaust is Shoah, which can be
translated as: catastrophe. The most
often known context of the term
today regards the directed genocide
conducted under the rule of Nazi
Germany during the Second World
War, causing 6 million Jewish victims
across Europe.
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KILLINGS SQUADS
(EINSATZGRUPPEN)

Mobile SS killing squads made up of
members of the Gestapo and other
police units. Their special duty was
to track down, persecute and murder
political opponents, like partisans,

or those deemed ‘racially inferior’,
such as Jews, Poles, Roma and Sinti
throughout the Nazi-occupied Soviet
territories. The Einsatzgruppen
squads murdered

approximately 2 million people (1.3
million of whom were Jews), no
matter what of age or gender.

KRISTALLNACHT (NOVEMBER
PROGROM)

An anti-Jewish pogrom, staged

by the Nazis in the night of 9
November 1938. The ‘Crystal Night’
was in retaliation for the murder

of a German diplomat serving in
France. It was planned and managed
nationally. Nearly a 100 Jews were
killed, more than 250 synagogues
were set on fire, 7,500 windows of
Jewish businesses were smashed in,
hundreds of homes were ravaged
and looted, yet the police did not
intervene. It got its name from the
shards of glass falling from shop
windows. During the riots, some 30
thousand Jews were arrested and
sent to concentration camps.

MEIN KAMPF

Adolf Hitler's autobiography (in
translation: My Struggle) published
in two volumes in 1925-26, in which
he formulated his extreme political
and ideological anti-Semitic views.

NSB (NATIONAAL SOCIALISTISCHE
BEWEGING)

Abbreviation of the Dutch National
Socialist Movement. This movement
was founded in 1931 by Anton
Mussert and largely shared the Nazi
ideas.

NSDAP (NATIONALSOZIALISTISCHE
DEUTSCHE ARBEITERPARTEI)

The National Socialist German
Worker’s Party (NSDAP) also referred
to as the Nazi party.

NUREMBERG LAWS

These were the anti-Jewish laws that
were promulgated in September of
1935 during the Nuremberg Nazi
Party Conference. The law deprived
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the Jews of German citizenship and
the rights it entailed and banned
sexual relationships and marriage
between Jews and non-Jews. These
laws divided people into categories
that determined who qualified as

a Jew, a German, or who was from
mixed descent. Because of these
provisions they are also called the
‘racial laws'.

NUREMBERG TRIALS

During the Nuremberg Trials (20
November 1945 to 1 October

1946) 24 prominent members of
the Nazi leadership were judged
and convicted. In October 1946, a
number of those convicted were
put to death. 12 of them received

a death penalty based primarily on
crimes against humanity that they
had committed. 7 people had to
serve prison sentences and 3 were
acquitted. The NSDAP, the SS, the
SA, the German army command,
the SD, the Gestapo, and other Nazi
organisations were also put on trial,
found guilty, and declared criminal
organisations.

PREJUDICE

Prejudice is an often negative
judgment based on stereotypes
about a person or group of people.

ROMA AND SINTI

‘Gypsies’ is a commonly used

term, often considered pejorative,
to describe Romani people. The
principal Romani groups are Roma
and Sinti. The Nazis regarded

this group as racially inferior and
dangerous to the ‘Aryan society’.
During the Second World War
approximately one million Roma
and Sinti lived in Europe. Historians
calculate that the number of Roma
and Sinti murdered by the Nazis
and their collaborators lies between
220,000 and 500,000. The Roma term
for the Holocaust is ‘Pharrajimos’
(cutting, fragmentation, destruction),
its remembrance day is 2 August
(the date on which the Nazis
eradicated the Roma and Sinti camp
in Birkenau).

SA (STURMABTEILUNG)
(Stormtroopers) Formed in 1921,
it consisted of members of the
NSDAP who had volunteered to
organise into paramilitary units

that played a key role in the party’s
access to power. They defended
the party’s political assemblies from
its opponents’ attacks and actively
prevented other events, often
through violence. Until 1934 the
organization operated as a kind of
auxiliary police, but after the Night
of the Long Knives — when some of
its key figures were assassinated - its
significance waned.

SOVIET UNION

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR). It was founded in 1922 after
the Russian revolution, and consisted
of fifteen republics. In 1991, the
Soviet Union was dissolved.

SS (SCHUTZSTAFFEL)

Nazi party organisation that

was originally created as Hitler’s
bodyguard. It was partly responsible
for the killing squads that murdered
political opponents and ‘racial’
minorities. They were responsible for
the systematic murder of millions of
people in the death camps.

STEREOTYPES

Stereotypes are generalisations. They
are general notions and images of
people and groups that are lurking at
the back of our brains.

STAR OF DAVID

This is a symbol of identity of the
religious Jewish people. It is named
after Jewish king David. During the
Second World War, the Nazis and
their collaborators twisted its original
meaning. Jews were forced to wear
the Star of David on their clothes

in Germany and most countries
under Nazi control, beginning with
occupied Poland in 1939.

SYNAGOGUE

The synagogue is a hall for assembly
or prayer, the Jewish place of
worship. Members of the religious
Jewish communities gather here to
pray, celebrate and study the Torah.
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TRANSIT CAMP

Camp in which Jews were held prior
to their deportation to concentration
and extermination camps. Transit
camps were founded primarily in
Western-Europe: Drancy (France),
Mechelen (Belgium) and Westerbork
(the Netherlands).

TREATY OF VERSAILLES

The Treaty of Versailles (1919) was a
treaty concluded between Germany
and the Allied Forces that formally
concluded the First World War.
According to the Treaty, Germany
had been primarily responsible

for all the loss and damage of the
First World War. As a consequence,
Germany lost part of its territory and
was forced to pay large amounts to
other countries that had suffered
from the war.

UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF
HUMAN RIGHTS

The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (UDHR) is a milestone
document in the history of human
rights which arose directly from the
experiences of the Second World
War. Drafted by representatives
from different legal and cultural
backgrounds from all regions of
the world, the Declaration was
proclaimed by the United Nations
General Assembly in Paris on 10
December 1948. It sets out, for the
first time, the fundamental human
rights that are to be universally
protected. The Declaration consists
of a preamble and thirty articles
about all civil, economic, cultural,
political and social rights to which
all human beings are inherently
entitled.

WANNSEE CONFERENCE

Meeting of senior Nazi leaders and
officials in a villa outside of Berlin on
20 January 1942 to discuss the ‘Final
Solution’. The aim of the meeting
was to discuss the murder of the
European Jews, its organisation,
logistics and material requirements.

Exhibition text 33



Timeline of events

12 May: Otto marries Edith Holldnder in Aachen.

16 February: Margot Frank is born in Frankfurt am Main. 1926

1933
1934

1935

1937

1938
1939

12 June: Anne Frank is born in Frankfurt am Main.

March: The Frank family moves to Aachen to live with
Edith’s mother.

15 September: Otto Frank launches Opekta, his new business
in Amsterdam.

Edith, Margot and Anne come to Amsterdam between
September 1933 and February 1934.

12 June: Anne celebrates her 10th birthday with her
girlfriends.

1940

1941
1942
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Summer: When trying to get a visa for his family to America,
Otto Frank’s efforts are unsuccessful.

October: Margot and Anne start going to the Jewish
Lyceum.

December: Otto Frank formally resigns from leading the
company in order to protect it from being seized by the
Nazis. From that point on, his colleagues are leading it.
Otto continues working in the backround.

12 June: Anne receives a diary for her 13th birthday.

5 July: Margot receives a call-up for ‘Work expansion in
Germany'.

6 July: Otto, Edith, Margot and Anne go into hiding.

13 July: Hermann, Auguste and Peter van Pels move into the
hiding place.

16 November: The 8th person arrives at the hiding place:
Fritz Pfeffer
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18 July: The first edition of Adolf Hitler's ‘Mein Kampf’ is
released.

15 February: The unemployment rate reaches a new peak in
Germany: one million people are without jobs.

25 October: The stock market crash in New York results in
the start of the economic crisis.

30January: Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany, leading
a coalition of Nazis and conservatives.
1 April: First officially organised boycott of Jewish shops.

30June - 2 July: Night of the Long Knives: Hitler sanctions
the murder of his Nazi and conservative opponents.

Nuremberg Laws passed.

May: The Dutch Government decides to close the borders
for Jewish refugees.

5 October: Passports of German Jews stamped with letter ‘J".
9 November: Kristallnacht

1 September: German invasion of Poland begins the Second
World War. Immediately followed by mass killings of Polish
intellectuals and others.

10 May: The Germans invade The Netherlands, Belgium and
Luxemburg.

14 June: German troops occupy Paris. First transport of
Polish political prisoners to Auschwitz.

25 February: General strike in Amsterdam in protest against
the persecution of the Dutch Jews.

22 June: Operation Barbarossa. Germany starts the invasion
against the Soviet Union.

11 December: Germany declares war on the USA, following
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor (7 December).

20 January: Leading National Socialists meet in Wannsee, a
suburb of Berlin. The topic is the systematic extermination
of the European Jews (the so called ‘Final Solution’).

29 April: The Star of David is implemented in The
Netherlands.

11 June: Adolf Eichmann orders the start of the deportation
of Jews from The Netherlands, Belgium and France within
the next weeks.

14 July: The systematic transport of Dutch Jews to
Westerbork starts.
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ZEM 18 February: After the defeat of the German army in
Stalingrad, Propaganda minister Joseph Goebbels
announces the ‘total war’.

April: The Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in the north-
west of Germany is set up.

4 August: The eight people in hiding are betrayed and IL°ZZ8 6 June: D-Day. The Allies land in Normandy.
arrested.

8 August: They are taken from prison in Amsterdam to the
Westerbork transit camp.

3 September: They are deported to Auschwitz-Birkenau by
the last train leaving Westerbork to this camp.

Beginning of October: Hermann van Pels dies in the
Auschwitz gas chambers.

Around 28 October: Anne and Margot Frank and Auguste
van Pels are moved to the German Bergen-Belsen
concentration camp.

20 December: Fritz Pfeffer dies in the Neuengamme
concentration camp.

6 January: Edith Frank dies in Auschwitz-Birkenau. VBN 27 January: Auschwitz-Birkenau is liberated by the Red
27 January: Otto Frank is liberated from Auschwitz by the Army.

Red Army. 15 April: Bergen-Belsen is liberated by the British Army.
February: Auguste van Pels is deported from Bergen-Belsen 7 May: Germany surrenders to the Allies.

to Buchenwald and further on to Theresienstadt. She dies 14 August: After the first atomic bomb has been dropped
there in the spring of 1945. on 6 August, Japan accepts the Allies’ conditions of the
February: Margot and Anne die in Bergen-Belsen. ceasefire. The Second World War is over.

5 May: Peter van Pels dies in Mauthausen.
3 June: Otto Frank returns to Amsterdam.
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